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WALTHAM 15 ths ; 
and thoſe wnder the like Daune 
in Berkſhire. 9495 
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H O' this is call'd an His roR *, 
in Conformity to the Taſte of 
this Age, which has a mighty 
| | Reliſh ſor Performances of that 
— Kind, ever ſince the Reverend 
'Mr. Arch- Deacon Eachard's\ſurprizing Ac- 
counts of the Reigns of the Kings X* this 
Ifland from their firſt Origine; yer I,hall 
not be ſo preſumptuous as to Tank it with : 
that before-mention'd valuable Piece. 
Be it ſufficient, that what it ſhall be 
found wanting in Purity of Scile, ſhall be 
A made 


and left behind them two others Kkill's, 


n 
made up in Truth; and ſurpaſs him in the 
letter, tho it may fall ſhort of him in fh 

mer. To this purpoſe we ſhall only fay, 
that the Lenity of the Laws àgalnſt Dew 


ſtealers, and other outrageous Offenders of 


that Sort, being had in Contempt by Per- 
* wickedly inclin'd that Way; and one 
of the late Biſhops of Wineb#fer, Dr. [on 
nathan Trelawney, having not been ſo in- 
dulgent as his great Predeceſſor Dr. Peter 
Mem, in letting his Neighbours make bold 
with ſome of his Veniſon, a Conſpiracy 
began to be form'd againſt» his Park in 
Farnham, and the Chaſe at Waltham, in 


* o 
F 
© 


and about the Times of general Confufion, 


when the late pernicious Schemes of the 
Soth. Sen Company bore all Things down 
before them, and laid Waſte what the In- 
duſtry and good Huſbandry of Families 


had gather'd together. be 


It. was at this Seaſon, this unhappy Jun- 


Qure of Affairs, when his late Lordihip.the | 
Biſhop's want of Complaiſance, exaſperated | 
thoſe, who could not always feed upon 
Mznton, and other cuſtomary Diſhes, with | 


out longing for more faſhionable and dain- 


ty Repaſts. Wherefore, in the Month of 


O&ober 1721, ſeveral of them aſſembled, 
to the Number of 16, and breaking inte 
the Epiſcopal Park at Farnbam, Part where. 
of 1s in the County of Surrey, rhe other in 
that of Southampton, carry'd off three Deer, 


in 
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3 
ht of whatſoever Oppoion FEY 
t 1 8 one WI ercof was or 
o' the Body, tho' he. cc rech- 
15 550110 
. This pI RUNS the Pit to ach 2 

Pegree, who, was natural 160 5 a warm and 
cholerick Temper, that upon Search after 
Ty be Criminals, two were apprehended and 
5 committed to the Priſon in Guilford, and 
1 two more to Vincheſter Geal; the firſt two 
by Sir Francis Vincent, and the two lf by 
4 Sir Simeon Stuart. 
FJ. | They were try'd accordingly at the fol. 

lowing Lent-Aſſizes for the two Counties 
before nam'd, but only two of them were 
convicted, the other gequitted for want of 
F Evidence in Behalf of the Crow. 
The Sentence of the former, zero tp 
the Statutes then in Force, was, for each of | 
them to ſtand in the Pillory for the 2 950 - 
of an Hour, to be impriſon'd for a Tear 
and a Day afterwards, and to pay a Fine. 
of Twenty Pounds; which three particu- 
lar Puniſhments were infſicted on them. 

Their Comrades were no ſooner. appre- 
bended and impriſon'd, but this Gang, of 
Banditti meditated nothing but n ge; 
and having form'd themſe e into a rh | 
merous Band, and taken an Oath to ſtand 
by ane another to the laſt Extremity, un- 
der theſe Anarchical and confus'd Pringi- 
ples they choſe to be under a mock Kingly = 
e and W elected a. dat | 
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next Thing they had to do was to com- 
mit freſh Depredations ; in purſuance of 
which Reſolutions, they broke into the 
Park again at Farnham, with much greater 
Numbers; and not only went off with 11 


Deer more, and left as many Dead upon 
the Spot; but paſs'd thro' the Town in 
Triumph with them, even on the Market- 


* 


poſition. 


Day at Seven in the Morning, without Op- 


This daring Piece of Inſolenee caus'd ſe- 


* 


veral Advertiſements in the Publick News, 
with ſuitable Rewards for their Diſcovery, 
but they ſtuck ſo cloſe together, and were 
fo juſt to the unjuſt Oaths they had taken 


to be true to each other, that nothing like 
a Diſcovery could be made; even tho“ 
their Accomplices, then in Priſon, had very 

large Offers of Sums of Money, and Pre- 


ferments, to excite them therennto. | 
Their Diſguiſe with Maſks on their Faces, 
and black Gloves on their Hands, prevent- 
.ed their Perſons being known, and the 
Aſſurance they had in each others Fide- 
liey, caus'd them to deſpiſe all Search af- 
ter, or Attempts againſt them; inſomuch 
that they repeated their Ravages often and 
often, but confin'd them, as yet, to the 
1 Biſhop's Park, wherein only they had hi- 
v/  therto ſhewn Examples of their Rage, and 


* 


4 a 4 


which (to give freſh Inſtances of their Bar- 
a 8 N : K. SONY Is ae” 


barity) 


S <> Y- ET | IS? | | i 
prizing, and ſubſtantial: Gen- 
tleman, yet unknown, for their King. The 


N * 


a 
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F 
bparity) they not only ſtripp'd of almoſt a 
the Game; but the very Lodges and young 
Timber were burnt down, and otherwiſe 
deſtroy d by then. 
At laſt the Government, upon propet 
Application, took theſe Acts of Violence 
into their Conſideration, and a Detachment 
of his Majeſty's Forces were order'd to | 
take their Quarters in and about Farnbam | 
but too late, . almoſt to prevent the- Ruin 
of the Epiſcopal Park, wherein very few 
of the numerous Herds of Deer wefe left. 
Hereupon a Conſultation was held among 
the Rioters, and it was judg'd adviſeable 
therein, to go farther a-field for freſh 
Plunder. The Biſhop. had another Chaſe 
for Game near the Village of Waltham, ar = 
bout 10 Miles from Wincheſter, of a much 
greater Length and Circumference than 2 
his depopulated Park; and it was thither, 
(fince the Efforts of their Malice was e 
hauſted at Farnbam) tlley took it into 
their Heads to bend their Courſe; far as 
yet they had confin'd all their 1njuſtice 
and III-will to his Lordſhip only, without 
breaking in upon the Boundaries and law- 
f. ful Tenures of others af the Nobility and 
& 8 Gentry. | | ; 
1d What they committed in the Park were 
he but Trifles to what they acted in the 
li- Gba ſe, where, tho' large Heads of Deer 
d were to be ſeen in Droves before, . fcarce 
ir- were to be ſeen in two Months Time twa 
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WE: thoſs Cieatires-grazing tagerhtr : Ino 
much that they irender'd themſelves) tary 


* 


ble 20: all ;the;; adjacent Country, who 


were not only fearful of the: Loſs of theiy 
Game, but their very Lives, from the cir- 
cular Letters which wete ſent from this 
tumultuous and terrible Aſſembly, who 
threatned with burning down their very 
Houſes, in Caſe of Oppoſition to their 
ſearch after further Supplies of Veniſon. 

Sir Jobs Cape, amongſt others, from the 


Waſte they made on his Lands, found their 


Monaces made good; and they thence for- 
ward took the Name of the: Blacks of Fal- 
gbam - Mr. Lewis alſo in that Neighbour- 
hood, with other Gentlemen, ſyffer'd migh- 
tily by them. And it being then about 
the Tune wherein the late horrid Conſpi- 


racy was faid to be on Foot; tho* not then 


ripe enough to. be eammunicated to Par- 
liament, they were judg'd (as well they 
might) by ſome who were in the Secret 
of Affairs, to be in the Pretender's Inte- 
reſt, and went about thus Arm'd to be 
prepar'd for a general Inſurrection. But 
this prov'd to be nothing but Surmize, for 
His Mock Majeſty King Jabn, tho' in actual 
Rebellion by aſſuming a Regal Title, gave 
out in his printed Manifeſto's, which he had 
ſent him from London, That he and his 
"were faithful and true Subjects to their Liege 
Lord and Sovereign King George, and would 


* 


fand by the Succeſſion in the illuſtrious * 


# before. whom King John proteſted, Tha 
V they were well affecked to King George : That 
tbey loved him, and would be ready to ſacr 
their Lives to maintain bis Right : 


I Hanan te chei⸗ „1h Dr led Ta 
ke-this and evince the Neighbours 
People by by his Declaration in Perſons 
ſame Effect of what 'he-had-cauſetl:td 
ue ut; That 
wich hy 
Poſſe near a Pubhick Houſe, in 73 
which he accordingly did ; but 3 bis 
Sooty Tribe app 
of Deet-Skins, "others with Fur Caps, 


the 


be diſpers'd in Print, he 
he would appear ſuch a Day 


eat'd, ids in Coats mhde 
a 


F 411 well armed and mounted There wers 
F likewiſe at leſt 300 


People aſſembled 6 
and hs Sham N 


ſee the | Black Chief 


That they 
had no other Defign but to do Fuſtice, and: on 
ſee that the Rich did not inſult or oppreſs the 

Poor: That they were determined not to leave 


Deer on the Chaſe, being well aſfured it 
was originally deſign d to feed Cattle, and not 
10 fatten Deer for the Clergy, &c. At the 
Cloſe of his Speech, the King, Prince, 


Princeſs, the Royal Iſſue, and other Healths 


were drank. 300 People might have ſe- 


cured 16 with Eaſe, but no Attempt of 
that Kind was made, which ſhew' the 


| be nes to be of their Side. 


ive Proofs of ſome of his Ty 5 
Ning s foregoing Aſſertions, à ſubſtan- 
tial Farmer ſoon after this Speech hays. 
pe a1 70 incur His Diſpleaſure, by being; 
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an Informer againſt Deer: ſteulert; übon 
bien he E 5 Troop: at, 1 
break open his Field Gates, to beat down: 
his Fences, and drive the Cattle into his 
Ay dans e 5 by whick he was great- 
Mrs. Bothorn, a Widow of one of the 
late Rangers, who till lives in the Lodge, 
and keeps one to act for her in the ſame _ 


Capacity of her Huſband, had receiv'd 100. 
in Part of the Fine paid by a convicted 
Deer · ſtealer: Upon which the Smutty Chief, 
attended with a Detachment of his Black- 
Guard, came up to the Lodge, and with a- 
buſive Language,  threatned to burn the 
Houſe in Caſe ſhe did not refund: Adding, 
that they were Gentlemen, and were. de- 
termin'd to do Juſtice. The good Woman 
_undauntedly reply'd, * That Gentlemen 
would ſcorn to inſult her after that Man- 
ner, and that therefore ſhe believed them. 
to be worthleſs Fellows, and would not 
return the Money: Whereupon the Cap- 3 
rain immediately drew off his black Glove, 
and expoſed a fine white Hand, at the ſamne 
Time aſking her, Whether ſhe thought it 
had ever been uſed to hard Labour, or be- 
Jong'd to a ſorry Fellow? After this the 
Woman, to prevent farther Damage, was 


forc'd to comply. M e 
Mr. Ving field, who has à fine Parcel of 

growing Timber on his Eſtate near Farnbam, 
fell'd Part of it: The poor People were 
Hz admitted 
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jdhfirtsd/ (avis cuſtomidty), ts, pick up ane 

ſmall Wood , but ſome abuftag-rhe Liber | 
ty given, carty'd off what was not allow” ; 
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VS which that Gentleman reſented; and, a 
an Example to others, made ſeveral pay 
for it. Upon which, the Blacks ſummon'd 
ithe Myrmidons, ftripp'd the Bark off ſe- 
veral of the ſtanding Trees, and notch'd 
the Bodies of others, thereby to prevent 
their Growth ; and left a Note on ane of 
the maim'd Trees, to inform the Gentle- 
man, that this was their firſt Viſit ; and 
that if he did not rettirn the Money re- 
N ceiv'd for Damage, he muſt expect a ſecond 
from King Fobs of the Blacks, The Gen- 
tleman codiply'd, and thereby preſerv'd the 
reſt of his Timber. — "IE 
There was a Diſpute at Wickham, about 


. Pew in the Pariſh Church, which was de- 


Itermin'd in Favour of Mrs. Beverly, àa Wi- 


2 


dow Gentlewoman of that Town. This 
tlie Blacks reſented as an Act of Partiality 
and Injuſtice, and King Fohn ſummon'd the _ 
Lady to reſign; which ſhe not doing by a 


F Surrender of the Pew, they cut down a 


Eo 
1 
3 * 


fine Walk, and Defence of Trees, befote 
her Houſe, and quite defac'd her Flower 
Garden, one of the niceſt in the Whole 
Country. The Parſon, as à Party con- 
cern'd, was ſerv'd in like Manner, and h 
Bee-hives, for which he was very fartions, 
were thrown, into the Highway. | 


8 Fonts B Dr. 
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for the Horſes to eat: However, the Far- 
mer inſiſted upon his Agreement, and the 


„„ . c 
Dr. Smith, a Gentleman of great Reputa- 
tion for his Skill in Phyſick in that Part of 
the Country, agreed with a Farmer for | 
Quantity of Hay; but the great Rains that 
fell during the Harveſt, render'd it unfit 


2 MI 5 2 N . . . 
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Doctor (whom all allow to be a frugal Ma- 
nager) refus'd to pay him. Soon after, a 
Black, finely mounted, with Piſtols and a 
Blunderbuſs by his Side, came to the 
Doctor's Houſe at Wimmering, with a Let- 
ter from King John, directing him to loſe 
no Time, but to pay for the Hay, the Far- 
mer being poor, and he Maſter of Thou- 
ſands. The Phyſician, fearing what might 
enſue if he diſregarded it, obſerv'd the 
Order. | 7 


Mr. Blakely, a Gentleman of Farnbam, 


having Occaſion to build a Stable, employ'd 


4 8 
* 
39 
A 
5 


a Carpenter, not only to do that, but to 


oF 


o upon ſome other Repairs, which the 
ouſe ſtood in need of. The Man, being p 1 


neceſſitous, always had what Money ge 
ask 'd for: But, when they came to balanch Þ 
Accounts, brought a Bill ſo extravagant, 
that the Gentleman refus'd to pay it, and 
had ſome of the ſame Trade to ſurvey the | 
Work. The Carpenter upon this gave out, | 
that he had receiv'd a Summons to appear | 
before King Fobn in Waltham-Chaſe ;, and 
that he had been with the Blacks there,who 
aſſurd him, that if Mr. Blakely did not 
"> IRR comply, 
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comply, his Houſe ſhould be reduc'd to 


ly'd after that Manner, but ſecur'd the Ar- 
tificer, who being examin'd by Dr. Brady, 
a Juſtice of the Peace, was, by him, com- 
= mitted to Wincheſter Goal, whence he was 
afterwards bail'd out by the Perſon that 
caus'd him to be committed, on the Receipt 
Jof a Letter from the King of Blacks; who, 
"Ztho' he diſown'd any ſuch Summons or 
Fhreatnings, yet gave him to underſtand, 
that the Poverty of the Man, without he 
" Freleas'd him, would induce him and his 
Subjects to take very ſevere Revenge of him, 
for his [mpriſonment. 4 10] 
* The next Enterprize they took in Hand, 
was to rob Mr. Norton of Soutbwick's Park, 
gat ſome Diſtance from Portſmouth. This 
Gentleman was obnoxious to their Reſent- 
ments, thro' his Endeavours to bring Per- 
ſons of their Characters to Juſtice ; and ha- 
eving, by Virtue of his Office of one in the 
Commiſſion of the Peace, ſent two or three 


Ed 


3 


», 4 2 * 
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( at their Head, to enter his Park by 
Night; and, in Deſpight of his Keep- 
ers, and the Alarm given to his Houſe, 
which rais'd the whole Village, after having 
kilPd ſeveral fat Bucks, to march off with 
two of them on Spare-Horſes, in the Sight 
of the whole Neighbourhood, who, tho in 
$4.06 | 3 2 Arms, 


cd Ry” 
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Afhes. The Gentleman was not to be bul- 


AS EEC | 7 g 
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Arms, were ſo terribly affrighten'd, as to 
ſuffer them to return to their reſpective 
Abodes, without Moleſtation. Tho' upon 
Diſcovery afterwards, two of them were 
apprehended, in or near Waltham, and two 


more at Portſmouth, and committed: to the: 


4 


QCloſe of this Narration. II 
Soon after this, being given to under- 
ſtand, that three fat Bucks and feveral; 
Hogſheads of the richeſt French Wines, were 
deſign'd for the Uſe of the Prince, from 


Caſtle at ¶ micheſter; of whom more in the 


* 


the Conductors thereof to give their Duty 
to his Highneſs; and that they had now 
got where witli to make a Feſtival, and drink 
his Health, and the Roya! Family's. ini T8 


large Re ward for the Apprehenſion of each, 
and every one of them, and a Promiſe of 
Pardon, and the ſame Reward, to ſuch as 


ration the Hazards he and his Follow- 
ers might run, order'd a general Rendefs 
vouz to be made in Waltham-Chaſe ;; where 
he gave them to underſtand, that he ſhould 
deſiſt from his former Practices for a while, 
1 F 

4 


Sout bampton; they intercepted them in their: 
Way from Vincheſter to Aylesford, and deſird 


But a Proclamation coming out with a 


ſhould diſcover one or more of. their Aſſo- 
ciates and Abettors, made them put a Stop 
to their Proceedings for ſome Time. And 
King 7obs, upon Baron Page's ſevere Charge 
to the Grand Jury at the Aſſizes held at 
 Windcbefter, having taken into his Conſide- 
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till a more fitting Opportunity ſhould of 
ferz but, at the ſame; Time} told them, he 
would accompany them to make ſome Provi- 
ſion for themſelves, during this Geſſation of 
Arms; and therefore, upon a general Forage, 
they carried home Provender enough for 
their Suſtenance, by the Death of nine fat 
Deer more, in the very Face of theit: 
Keepers. B41} i 119% alt mari wal 
But while theſe lay ſtill, without Mos; 
leſtation, or further Diſcovery, in their own; 


Places of Abode; another Gang of the ſame! 
8 


pecies of Robbers, and alike diſeolour d. 
aroſe in their Stead. Some profligate Feb 
lows of the like Appetite and Digeſtion for: 
Veniſon, took it in their Head to go upon 
the ſame Undertakings; and, having cho? 
ſen one Farmer Villiam Shorter, a Man of 
Subſtance, and who, beſides renting an 
Eſtate of 2001, per Annum, had 90 l. a Vearr 
of his own, Free- Land, for their Captain, 
made a dreadful Havock in Vindſor Foraſt; 
a Crime more audacious than hitherto com- 
mitted, becauſe it was the Property of the 
; Crown. bent „i sb ning aidT 
„Theſe Robberies were, at laſt, attended M 
with Murther, which call'd for the ſevereſt | 
Animadverſions from the Government. The 
Manner of their being 8 of the latter 
Was this: Theyg was one Hughes, an old 
Poacher, who d at Old Windſor, that was 
proſecuted for killing the Game, and wa 
I AS fete | nd 
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1 " : Ca. 
fin'd 10 l. and had two Guns taken from 
him; which Money and Guns were de- 
poſited in the Hands of Mr. Miles, one of 
the Church, Wardens of the Pariſi where- 
in the Facts were committed. Hereupon a 
ſelect Company of theſe Blacks came to Old 
Windſor, where ſeizing a poor Carpenter, 
they threaten'd to ſhoot him, if he did not h 
ſhew them where Mr. Miles liv'd ; which tt 
the poor Man was forc'd to do. When . 
they came to Miles his Houſe, they told Rl D 
him, that if he did not return the Money | b 
and Guns to the Poacher, between that Time i 2 
and three Days after, they would ſet Fire 0 
to his Houſe. Miles his Son ſaid, It war a2 RS 
bard Caſe that the Laws ſbould not be put in 0¹ 
Execution againſt Poaching. Upon which, IM [< 
one of the F ellows ſaid, Sirrab, do you prate ? m 
And cocking his Piece at him, ſhot the poor 
young Man thro' the Head, The Father, g. 
who expoſtulated with them, had under- fr 
gone the ſame Fate, but that ſeveral Pieces, tt 
which were likewiſe preſented at him, 
flaſh'd in the Pan. wr Yr d bim 
This being done, they made the beſt of m 
their Way into Windſor Foreſt, and carry'd w 
off ſeveral Head of State Deer from about ſe 
Cranburn Lodge; and had the Impudence th 
to tell three of the Keepers, who had not b) 
Force enough to reſiſt them, that if they 
had not been inform'd, that the Dutchefſs m 
of "Marlborough was at her Seat near St. 
Nog © Alban s, 


A 
ty 1 
ſome, of her Wine. 
The next Exploi 
was, their making bold with ſome of the 
like Provender in the Earl of Arran's Park, 
near Bagſher, and of ſending a Letter to 
his Lordſhip, after the Fact committed; 


uo they would have taken the Liber» 


* e 


that ſince his Keepers, or Servants, had 


ine nee, 
t, worthy of relating, 
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paying her. a Viſit, and of drinking 


| ſhot two or three of their moſt valuable 


Dogs, they would, at a convenient Seaſon, 

balance Accounts with him, and leave not 
a Stick ſtanding in his Park or Houſe. Up- 
on which, his Lordſhip was forc'd to be at 


one and the other, fince they were grown 


bl 


make good their Threats. -: 
But as Secrets are not to be truſted with 
reat Numbers, ſo the Temptations arifin 

rom the Rewards in the Proclamation, an 


the Fears of incurring the Penalties of the 


* 
* 


Wis © 


Act of Parliament, which made even Deer 
W /-aling Felony without Benefit of Clergy, 


made two of their Members, who after- 
wards increas'd to more, addreſs them- 
ſelves to the Government; and to deſerve 
their Pardon, and further Encouragement, 
by an ample Confeſſion. 

The deſperate State of theſe Villains 
making it dangerous to attack them open- 


g's Meſſengers, who were diſpatch'd by 


9 


4 


great Expence in doubly guarding both the 


WA ts Cooper and Mr. Chalk, two of the 
Kin 
8 — 


ſo deſperate as to ſtick at no Attempt to 


- 


Tk) 
his Majeſty's Principal Secretary of State, 
found th 


in Execution. Being inform'd, that three 
of their principal Leaders were at Oaking- 
bam in Berkſbir?, they went thither ; but 
meeting with a Diſappointment, fey went 
next Day (May 1.) to the Fait at Re | 
there to look for them, but likewiſe miſs'd 


their Aim, and came back to Oakingbam, | 
where they found theſe three Heroes, who 
underſtanding that they were . Meſſengers, | 
and that they had been at Reading, en- 


quir'd their Buſineſs in thoſe Parts. Mr. 
Chalk, after defiring the Favour of their 
Company to drink a Glaſs of Wine, .told 
them, their Buſineſs was to ſee, whether one 
Power, 2 Clergyman, againſt whom theſe 


three Blacks had lodg'd an Information of 


High Treaſon, was cloſely confin'd, ac- 


cited t 


come, by Order of the Government, to 
return their Thanks for their Services, in 
detecting Power; and that if they would 
come up, and ſtrengthen the Evidence they 
had already given againſt him, before the 
Secretary of State, it would prevent Powers 
being releas'd, and they would be hand- 
ſomely rewarded. They readily believing, 
and being pleas'd with the ſuppos'd Honour 
of the Meſſengers Errand to them (they 


> * | ) 


ſelves oblig'd to have recourſe 
to Stratagem, which they ſucceſsfully put 


adin 7 


5s cording to his Deſerts. That he had ſoli- 
e Lord Townſhend to be admitted to 
Bail : That he, and his Brother Cooper, were | 


never, 
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over them) were all very merry, drank 
the King's Health with great Chearfulheſs; 
and after having held 'a Conſultation 
among themſelves, wherein the promis'd 
RewarJ had the greateſt Weight of the 
Scales, reſolv'd. to go up to London, volun- 
tarily, with the Meſſengers, in order to re- 
ceive what they were induc'd to think their 
good Services merited from their Loyalty, 
in detecting Power. As a farther Decoy, 
Mr. Chalk gave William Shorter, the Farwex 
and Captain of the whole Gang, Money in 
Hand, to pay for the Hire of their Horſes; 
and, befides their Expences at Oalingbam 


gave them five Guineas a- piece, in Part of 


their Reward from the Government, an 
defray'd the Charge of their Journey. The 


F # 
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two others that came in Company With 


the Farmer, were George Wynne, a Clock- 


maker, and Ediwvard Collier, 4 Felt-maker: 

"Tis eafy to gueſs what bien Rr” 
on, when they came under Examination at 
the Cock- Pit, and found themſelves thus 
caught in a Nooſe, who came up with The 
tent to prepare one for the poor Clergy+ 
man, who, tho' brought to Town” after 
them, had the Happineſs to leave two of 


his Accuſers in Goal, tho' the Chief of 


them, Farmer Shorter, found Means to make 
his Eſcape from the Meſſengers; in two ot 
three Days after his Confinement, and has 
not ſinee been heard of. urn os l 
1 a . 


. ace 40 . 8 es 1 
never exerting any thing like AS ue: 


of the other two, after an ample. Confeſ- 
ſion, was {ſufficient to bring up, the Sunday 
following, 21 more of their ſooty Bre- 
thren, under a ſtrong Guard of Horſe, who 
conducted them to the Secretary's Office, 
from whence they were committed to ſafe 
Cuſtody in the Gate- Houſe at Weſtminſter 
firſt, and then, after Examination, to Neu- 
gate. . 1 85 
Nine more were eſcorted up by another 
Detachment of the Blue-Guards, in a Day 
1 | : 5 8 and then three vor 75 
11118 obn Hawthorne, Foſeph Mercer, and Foſe 
210 Magnar, the ent elne committed Toe 
ſame Priſon for Murther; inſomuch that 
what with thoſe confined in Meſſenger's 
Houſes, the Number of the ſaid Blacks 
brought up to Town, amounted to upwards 
A... >) EE 
The Act of Parliament being now paſs'd, 
whereby ſuch Offences as we have before 
treated of, were to fall under the Penalty of 
Felony, without Benefit of Clergy, a ſpe- 
cial Commiſſion of Oyer and Terminer was 
granted by his Majeſty,for trying theſeBerk- 
ſhire Blacks at Reading, before Mr. Baron 
Page, Mr. Baron Gilbert and Mr. Juſtice Den: 
ton. In Purſuance of this, moſt of the above- 
mention'd Priſoners, to the Number of 32, 
were {ent from Newgate to Reading, in a 
Caravan, to be try'd there, where the ſaid 
Commiſſion was to be open'd on the 6th. of 
Fine 1723 following; and where, Mr. Baron 
20 3 Page, 
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1 N 
Page, as the eldeſt Judge upon the Bench, 
gave a Charge ſuitable to the Occaſion he 
and his two other Brethren were comedown 
upon. Their Tryals held, at the King's 
Charge, from that Day (Thurſday) to the 
Saturday following, and Mr. Serjeant Che- 
ire, Mr. Willes, one of his Majeſty's Coun- 
& cil, Mr. Vearg, and Mr. Hayes, Counſellors 
at Law, preſs'd home the Evidence ſe 
ſtrongly, that after a full Hearing, where- 
in great Regard was had to the Witneſſes, 
Jas well for as againſt the Priſoners; the fol- 
Wiowing were condemn'd to die for the Mur- 
Wrher of the young Man at Old Windſor, 
Wis. Leonard Thorn (the Perſon who fhot 
him) Fobn ' Hawthorn, John Gilbert, and 
bomas Hatch. Six others were order'd for 
& 1 ranſportation, viz. Edward Collier, Foſeph 
W Mercer and Foſeph Magnar, for Deer ſtea- 
Ning and Aﬀault ; and Fohn Chapman, An- 
Brew Hugbes and Charles Grant, for Deer 


tealing: But there being a Flaw in the In- 
d ictment againſt Foſeph Mercer, Foſeph Mag- 
nar and Charles Grant, Judgment was re- 
Iſpited in Arreſt thereof till the enſuing 
een It 1 r 


Seſſion. © 25 Wt | 

The Perfong under Sentence of Death, 
had it executed upon them 14 Days after 
Condemnation, when they made an exam- 
plary End; more eſpecially Leonard Thorn, 
made an ample Confeſſion of the Murther, 
and gave Zreat Tokens of a ſincere; Repen- 

eee 0g gc 2100! (ones 
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C30) | 
tance thereupon. But though they were 
preſs'd to diſcover, other of their Accom- 
plices, who were ſuppos'd to abſcond from 
Juſtice, and to be their chief Ringleaders: 


In Anſwer to the Exhortations on that End, | 
they flatly refus'd, and ſaid, their Blood 


was a ſufficient Attonement for what had 


been done, and they would not give Occa- 


ſion for the ſpilling more. 


Fl 


. 


„Tho theſe Executions put an End to 


* 


the Excurtons of the Blatks of e, 
thoſe of Waltham · Chaſe rendefrouz'd afreſh, i 
and having pillag d the Park of George Pitt, 


Eſq; of Seratfordſea, and committed diverſe 
other Outrages of the like Kind, in thoſe 


Parts of Hampſbire that Borders on Wilt- 
foire; they bent their Courſe again towards Y 


the\cxtreme Parts of the ſaid County that 
les contiguous to Surry ; and as they had 


begun their riotous Aſſemblies with Ra- 
vages and Inſults on the Biſhop of Vinche- 
fler's Premiſſes, ſo they would likewiſe end 


. 


them there. 


* 


In Purſuance of their Reſolution, they 


again detach'd a ſmall Party of their Men 
to Farnbam, vis. ſeven in Number, who 
got into the Colt Foreſt ad joining to the 
Park there, and by Six in, rhe Moroiog on 
Sunday, September 1, kill'd three Deer, 
Ihen one of the Keepers, being then in 
Diſguiſe, went back agd acquainted the 
other Keeper and Servants, hd, being 
arm'd, ſome with Guns, and Tome with 
. „ Quarter- 
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's uarter-Staves, made towards the place 
re they heard two Guns go off, and ſee- 


bf a Fellow black'd and running. from 
them, hallowing as loud as he . to 


J, Ngive Notice to his Companions, they pur- 
d 0 ed, caught him, and tying his Arms, left 
d one 'of their Companions to watch 01 

- him. They immedlately eſpy'd fix more 9 
the ſame ſooty Complexion, whom they 
o very civilly defired to quit the Ground and 
e, retire: The Blacks, refus'd to comply, and 
h, parlying within 4 or 5 Yards, one of the 
t, Villains cock'd his Piece, ond ſhot the 
e Keeper unexpectedly in at the Breaſt and 
'e out at the Back, that he died immediste- 
t- ly upon the Spot : The reſt ſtood a long 
is Battle, and the other Keeper and Ser- 
it vants did not fire, till at laſt one ſeeing 
4 2 Hunter lift up his Gun and preſent at 
- his Fellow-Servant, who was a little before 
-- him, and ſhot into the Thigh fo that the 
d Bone was broke, diſcharged his Piece like- 
_ & wiſe, which wounded one of the Deer 
yl ſtealers ſo as to make him fall and be taken 
n Priſoner. The other five maintain'd a run- 


ning Fight for ſome Time, till at laſt 5 
e more were taken, and three made their 

n ſcape, who were afterwards taken at Pore 
r, month, viz, Robert Kincot, a Victualler at 
nl Portſmouth; and John and Edward Pink, two 
e Labouring Perſons of the ſame Town, who 
2M with the other four, Henry Marſbal, Edward 
hl RE Jon l * Richard, Parvin 


were 


of is 
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were committed to W incheſler Goal, Where 
they lay till OZober 29, 1723, when by vir- 


a 


tue of an Habeas Corpus from the Court of 
King s-Bench in Michaelmas Term, they were 
brought from thence to London, under a 
Guard of a Detachment from the Duke of 
Bolton's Regiment of Blue Guards, who 
brought them to the Council then fitting 
at the Cock-Pit, on Saturday Nov. 1. from 
whence they were convey'd to Weſtminſter, 
where the Grand Jury found the Bill of 
Indictment againſt them, and the Attorney 
General moved for a Day of Tryal, which 
was order'd to be on Wedneſday Nov. 13. 
The Reader ſhould have been told, that 
tho' the taking of theſe Criminals had fo 
firintimidated the greateſt Part of their 
Aſſociates, as, in a Manner, to break and 
diſperſe the Gang; yet ſome of them re- 
folv'd to be reveng'd on the ſurviving Kee- 
per, Mr. Warts, and ſome Time before the 
Habeas Corpus came Jown to Winchefter fox g 
their Friends Removal from thence to take 
their Tryall came to his Houſe in the Morn- 
ing, and thinking him to be in Bed, fired 
in at his Chamber Window, and by diſ- 
charging feveral Shot rhro'the Curtains and 
Blankets,narrowly miſs'd killing his Daugh- 
ter, who demanded the Reaſon of thoſe 
e DT HTINT, 
The Day for Tryal was now come, when 
the before-nam'd Henry "Marſhal, Edward 
Eliot, Robert ncot, Fames Anſel, Joba and 

FE ; | Edward 
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| (as 
Award Pinke,, and Richard Parvin, were, 
brought to the Bar of the Court of King's=; 
Bench, where Mr. Juſtice, Eyre, ſince Lord! 
Zhief Baron of the Exchequer, ſate as Judge. 
heir Inditment being read, they pleaded, 
ot Guilty to it. Upon which Sir Philip, 
Fork open'd the Inditment as Solicitor-Ge- 
neral, and Sir Robert Raymond ſtrengthen d. 
what had been ſaid by that great Lawyer, 
and in Quality of Attorney-General, ſet 
orth the Enormity of the Priſoners Of- 
ences in the moſt lively Colours, inſomuch 
that he made ſuch an Impreſſion upon the 
Priſoners themſelves, that notwithſtanding 
heir Hardineſs of Diſpoſition, and Savage- 
eſs of Temper, they. were ſeen (eſpecially 
he two Pink's, who were: remarkable for 
heir Ignorance and Brutality) to be ſo af- 
Fected with what was ſaid againſt them, as 
o take Shame to themſelves by a Flood of 
ears. | 
The Witneſſes on the Part of the Crown 
Frere next ſworn, and the Keeper, and ſe- 
Feral of the Servants belonging to Farnbam 
aſtle depos'd upon Oath, that three of the 
Priſoners at the Bar, viz. Henry Marſbal, Ed- 
ward Elliot, and Richard Parvin, were pre- 
ſent when the other Keeper was, ſhot, but 
that James Anſel was not in their Number, 
he having been taken and bound before, as 
has been ſpecify'd.in the Courſe of this Nars 
ration. As for Robert Kincot, and the two 
Brothers Famer and Edward Pink, they were 
1171621 not 
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not try'd for that Murther, but for incur. 
ring the Penalty of the Statute made in the 
laſt Seffion of Parliament in the gth- Year 
of King George, provided againſt Perſons 
going arm'd and diſguis'd, to the great De- 


triment and Affright of divers of his Ma- ne 
jeſty's Subjects, and ſeveral Witneſſes of #! 
their own Gang appear'd againſt them, and © 
not only prov'd the Facts whereof they © 
were accus'd, but the Days and Hours on a 
which they were committed; fo that tho E 
it was expected from the Number of Wit- te 
neſſes that came to Town in Behalf of the tt 
Priſoners, that the Tryal would have been th 
4 very long one, every Evidence for the © 
King made his Allegations fo very plainly, 7 
and carry'd ſuch Conviction with them, e 
that the Judge, after reciting them one and p 
all with the greateſt Impartiality, and ma- be 
king juſt Obſervations between Realities MF t! 
and Pretences, Matters of Fa&, and Endea- ; 

'D 


vours to palliate them with falſe Appear- 
ances; after a moſt excellent Charge to the 
Jury, wherein he recommended the utmoſt 
Impartiality in their Verdict, both in reſpe& 
to the Duty that was owing to their King 
and Country, and thq Juſtice and Compaſ- 
fion that was due to their Fellow-Subjects 
and Chriſtians, left them to conſider, whe- 
ther they were Guilty or Not Guilty of the 
Crimes laid to their Charge, Hereupon the 
Verdict was, that the three firſt were'guil- 
ty of Wilful Murther, and the four laſt off 
leh; incurring ::” 


thereof, and the two laſt extenuating their Guilt, 
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t of Clergy, to enter and at- 


tempt to rob Parks and Fiſh Ponds, arm d and 


Aſter this; upon the Prayer of the Attorney - Ge- 
neral for a Rule of Court for Judgment againſt 
the ſaid Convicts; it was order d, that they and 
every one of them ſhould be brought down to te- 


ceive the ſame on Tueſday the 19th following fo 
receive Sentence, till which Time they were re- 
manded to the Priſon of Newgate, contrary to the 


Expectation of many, who thought that as the 
took their Tryal in the Court of Kings. Benab, 


they would ſtand committed, after being caſt for 


their Lives, to the Goal belonging to the ſaid 


Court. 


But this being a Special Commiſſion of Oyer and 


" Terminer, and not after the Nature of arguing at- 


ter Special Verdicts; as alſo-agreeable to the like 
Proceedings on ſuch Commiſſions, they were ſent 
back to the Goal from which they were brought, 
there to lie in the condemn'd Hold. 20 
On the 19th of November they were again 


brought up to the ſame Court in Veſtminſter- Hall 


where being aſk'd what they had to fay why Sen- 


If tence of Death ſhould not paſs againſt them, as the 
Law in ſuch Caſes provided; it was urg d in their 


Behalf, eſpecially Kingcor's and the two Pinks, 


that they had very great Pretenſions to Favour, 


the firſt denying the Fact as utterly innocent 


by declaring that what they ſtood convicted 


of, was the firſt of that Nature which they ever 


enter d upon. The other four being oid Offenders, 


and incapable of alledging any Thing natural 
in Excuſe for themſelves, only | pray d for Tranſ- 5 
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for a Time wherein to make ſufficient Prepara- 
tion for Death. Then Kingcot dwell'd on the Se- 
verity of the Act of Parliament, and the Hard- 
ſhips, he, who had committed nothing in Viola- 
tion of it, was to undergo by the Sentence which 
was to be paſs'd on him, and the Execution there- 
of; and again made Proteſtations of his Innocence 
by the moſt folemn Appeals to God, who in due 
Time would bring the real Authors of the Crimes 
whereot he ſtood accus d, to Light. 
This being done, the Judge proceeded to repre- 
ſent to each, and every one of them, the Noto- 
tioufneſs of the Crimes they were come to receive 
the judgment of the Court for, the Barbarity and 
Injuſtice of their Proceedings, which were con- 
trary to all divine and humane Laws, and the 
Neceſſity there was for the wiſe Legiſlature of the 
Nation, to put a Stop to them by Act of Parlia- 
ment then in Force againſt them: That they had 
-for theſe hemous Offences put themfelves upon 
their Tyal, had been heard with Candour, and Im- 
artiality, and without the leaſt Colour of Rigour 
12 been heard by their N itneſſes, whoſe Teſtimo- 
nies had all the juſt Weight upon them that it was 
poſſible for theni to bear. That the Circumſtan- 
ees they had drawn themſelves into by their own WM 
Obſtinacy, was truly to be lamented; and that 
it highly became them to ſpend the Remainder 
of the ſnort Time they had to live in ſueh Acts 
of Contrition, as might in ſome Part attone, not 
only for the Guilt of the Blood that had been 
ſpill'd by ſome of them; but the Depredations 
- which had been committed by them alt; And that 
after having, by their repeated Inſolencies and Pro- 
vocat ions, call'd down upon their Heads, the Ven- 
geance of an earthly Tribunal, they might ſo 
beha ve themſelves in their Preparations for Dog. 
11 $ that 


— 


* £ * 
* 4 ; | $* 
. \ , 
/ 


; F 
. 
o 2 4 
* 


e that they might not incur the Wrath and Dic 
I. pleaſure of one that was Heavenly, before which 


- Wthey were in à very few Days to appear, for 


h they were not to flatter themſelves with Hopes 


. 


e- Wot Life, (however gracious the Government was) 


e from their not being proper Objects of Mercy. 
je He therefore in the laſt Place was to pronounce ſuch 
s Judgment upon them as the Law awarded, which 

was, that they were to go from thence to the Elace fram 
e- ¶ whence. they came, and from thence to tbe Place of Exe- 
-N cution, where they were to be bang'd by. the Neck till 
re ¶ they were dead; and ſo prayd the Lord to bave Mer 
cy upon their Souls. 2 | 


1 

e Wpray'd for Tranſportation, and as favourable, 

e a Report as was poſſible to be made to the 

- Lords of the Regency in their Favour, were re- 

d manded to Priſon, the Court having thought fit, 
n not to make Aa Rule then to fix E Day for their - | 
- a Lxecution.s {4 oe in et) 

ri lt has been ſaid before, that moſt of the Pri- 


ſoners were poor 41 literate Creatures, ſince not one 
of them but KAingcot and the two Pinks could write 
or read; wherefore a Countryman, a Friend of 


n theirs, chiefly apply 'd himſelf to them, with whom 
ti be left the late Dean Sherlock's moving Diſcourſes 
r upon Death and Judgment, that they might read 


therein to their Fellow Convicts, in the Abſence 
. oo ior 3) to 
hey had, before their Arrival at Newgate, flat- 
| Tryals till the Aſſizes to be held in Lent, after the 
Tune of their Commitment, which was the next 


Terminer for the County of Southampton, in the 
laſt Summer Seaſon, but as ſoon as they found 
TH D 2 e 


Accordingly the condemned Criminals, having N 


ter d themſelves with not being brought upon their 


Day to the Cloſe of the Commiſſion of Oyer and 


0)... 
themſelves to be *try'& forthwith, and ſhut 
up in the condemn'd Hold; without any Profpect 

of Light or Deliverance, but that of the Exe- 
cutioner s Hands from their Miſeries. Their Be- 
havicur was very different from what it had been 
im inobe ter Goal, where the View of the Puniſh- 
merit due to their Wickedneſs, being at # Diſtance 
they were eaſily induced to ſpend their Time in 
glieat Gaiety and Profufeneſs; but now they entire- 

Iy gave themſelves up to Reflections ſuitable to 
nr DondRrobs #£59S 5 5 2 at Et xt 
One of them, 'viz. James Anſel, a Fellow who 
never gave himſelf Time to think till now, and 
who (from the Brutiſhneſs and Ignorance of thoſe, 
whom he had hitherto convers'd with) never con- 
ſiderd what Enterprize he went upon, before 
he put it in Execution, told the Writer of theſe 
Memoirs of theit Indolence, as to their Spiritual 
Concerns when at V incbeſter . And amongſt other 
Particulars, which Decency forbids the Mention 
of; ſaid he took Shame to himſelf for putting in- 
to bodily Fear, one Mr. P— a Welch Clergyman, 
who came out of Charity to pay a Viſit to the 
condemn'd Priſoners, and amongft other Capital 
- Offenders, whereof ſeveral were defer'd to the fol- 
_ lowing Aſſizes, apply'd himſelf with proper Ex- 
hortations'to the ſaid Anſel, and the reſt of his 
Aſſociates, or Fellow Blacks; which he. as to him- 
ſelf, was ſo far from having any due Regard to, 
that he told him he might sen vamp of, a cant 
Word made uſe of in that Academy, and call'd to i 
one of the Members thereof. who wes neareſt to ot 
the Bell Rope, (that was of Uſe to give the Keepers p 
above Stairs Notice of their being in Want of 
fomething below) to touch the Felchman, the ſaid WM ©: 
Bell Rape being ſo call'd by the Gentry 1 tl 
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ubterraneous Habitations. Theſe - o 
truck ſuch a Terror Into the good Levite, ha 


elt, till at laſt, in the moſt frightful Conditiom 
hat Man could be in, he found Means of making 
is Eſcape through ſeveral Paſſages that led him 
o a Stone Pair of Stairs, whofe Aſcent brought 
im up to the Court-Yard of the Priſon, from 
whence he made the beſt of his Way to the Place 

pf his Abode; and tho undeceivd by the Keeper: 


* 


different Turn, and hearken'd to the Admonitions 
that were given them, tho coming from a Lay- 
man, who frequently attended them, and was not 
wanting to improve all Opportunities in ſuch a 
Manner, as to make them tend ('tis to be hoped) 
to the Benefit of the poor condemn'd Creatures. 
W Their Ignorance in Spiritual Affairs, made it nes: 
Neeſſary to urge home Perſwaſions to make Satis- 
faction (ſince they were not in a Capacity of do- 


ing it otherwiſe) by a hearty Confeſſion and ſin- 55 


cere Repentance ; the firſt of which they ſeemd 
averſe to, ſaying, that their Blood would be a ſuf- 


ficient Attonement for the Crimes they had com- 


mitted, without giving Occaſion for the ſpilling 
| of other People's; but the laſt, by all the Tokens 


of a true Contrition, they ſeent'd” readily to com- 


ply with. 


What Hardſhips in their reſpective Caſes: they 


conecivd themſelves to labour under were, that 
they were brought up to another County, 2 
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ame to act the Part there of the compathonate:: - 
miyitan, that he knew. not whither to turn him 


as to the Cauſe of his Fears, took a fixd Reſolu - 
jon of not viſiting that Priſon anymore. © 
But when he was told how little ſuch Stories 
became his unhappy Circumſtances, he and the 
reſt of his Companions gave their Thoughts a quite 


that wherein they had committed the ſeveral il bei 
Facts they had been found guilty of, and were not fer 
Vd by a Jury of their own Country, but by one 
et err To this they had it in Anſwer, fai 
That they were brought up to the Court of Kings bes 
Bench by {Habeas Corpus, and that by the Intent of WM © 
the Act of Parliament, whereby they were brought in 
to: Juſtice, they were regularly try'd and con- on 
ie eee 0 gum ur 
This Scruple being remov d, two of them not fo 
guilty of the Murther, for there were but three in tu 
Sight when it was done, ſaid, it was impoſſible be 
they ſnould incur the Guilt of Blood - ſnedding, I m 
hy not ging Fire to the ſpilling of it: They had at 
in Return for that, That there were no Acceſſar ies te 
upon ſuch unfortunate Occaſions, but all were P 
The poor Griminals were likewiſe told, upon tl 
their not being able to reconcile the Greatneſs of 
ſuch a Puniſhment as Death, to the Smallneſs of h 
a Crime, which was only making free with a few d 
Deer; their Offence was aggravated with much t! 
more criminal Circumſtances; ſuch as cutting t 
down Timber upon Men's Eſtates, lay ing waſte. . b 
Fences,” burning of Out-houſes, and entring into ( 
riotous Aſſemblies; moſt of which, (it not all) f 
were capital Offences. They were moreover given d 
to underſtand, that the Lenity of the Law by 
which they were to ſuffer, was ſuch, as to have 
left it in their own Power to have ſav'd themſelves 
from the Execution of that Sentence, from which 
they were to expect but a few Days Reſpite, the 
Term then growing towards a Concluſion, had 
they ſurrender'd themſelves by the 1ſt of June, 
1723, and diſcover d one or more of, their Accom- 
plices ; the latter Part of which Condition, -King- 
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bot. and the Two Fi bes, ſhook their Heads at, as. 1 
;being contrary to the Engagements they had nl. 


©... As. the. Writer of theſe broken Memorandams 


ſaid this to them, on Monday the 24th of Novent- 
ber, when he viſited them in the Condemn'd-Hold, 
ſo the Truth of their fpeedy Execution was verify'd 
in a Rule made out next Day, for their Execution 
on the Wedneſday of the following Week.  Here- 
upon they were apply d to again by the ſame Per. 
fon as before, ſince now the Day of their Depar- 
ture from this World was fix'd, that they would, 
before they went from hence to be no more ſeen, 


make Uſe of their Time, as to have a comfortable 


and joyful Appearance in the Regions of Immor- 
tality; which could not be done, without aſking 
Pardon of all whom they had offended, and for- 
giving them that in any wiſe treſpaſs d againſt 
them. | | 
Thoſe who have juſt been mention d, ſaid, they 
had already done it, (the others being chiefly un- 
der the Directions of the Ordinary) and deſir d 
their faid Countryman, who was entruſted with 
the Care of them, and who, two or three Days 
brought a Clergyman to them, to perform proper 
Offices, to take down their laſt dying Words, be- 
fore the Day they were to ſuffer upon; and ſo to 
digeſt them, by not deviating from the Senſe 
thereof, as to make them fit for the Peruſal of the 
Publick. Their Requeſt was complyd with; and 
after he had ſeveral Times attended for that Pur- 
poſe, and aſtér having read what each call'd his 
Dying Speech, to which frequent Amendments be- 
mg made, two of them ſet their reſpective Marks 
thereunto, and one of them his Hand; he cont 
nud to aſſiſt them till the Day of their Execu- 


tion 
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32 2 
which they were carry 4 from Newgate 
in three Carts, where the Criminals that 


| _ ſuffer d, took 2 1 Shame to themſelves, for act. 
Laws, of God and their 


The Reader is deſired to correct the following 
Miſtakes. Marſbal (not Anſel) killd the Keeper. 
Paroin (not. Kingcot) kept a Publick-Houſe, - None 
were try d for Murther, becauſe they 


"were try d in Milllefes, where the Murther was 
not committed. | 
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